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Synopsis

For well over half a century, since the Soviet regime first allowed Sviatoslav Richter to travel to the
west, his name has been synonymous with the very pinnacle of pianistic art. His recorded legacy,
extending from 1947 to 1994is one of the largest and most admired ever assembled by any
musician anywhere. Yet this prodigiously gifted artist underwent no formal musical studies of any
kind until at the age of 22 when he left the relative obscurity of theUkraine to seek the advice of
Russia’s most celebrated piano pedagogue, Heinrich Neuhaus, in Moscow. Neuhaus’ astonished
reaction to his first encounter with Richter, and his declaration that 'to teach one who already knows
will only do damage’, have passed into legend. Richter, a famously reclusive man outside a small
circle of trusted companions, resisted speaking or writing about himself. As a result, comparatively
little is known about his life before his move to Moscow. This lavishly illustrated book provides
unique insights into the childhood and formative years of 'Svetik’ - "Little Light’, as he was always
known within the large and unusually creative family circle- in a provincial Ukrainian city during the
traumatic years of revolution, civil war, famine and wartime occupation by German and Romanian
forces. Walter Moskalew, Richter's much younger cousin, is guardian of a rich collection of
photographs, reminiscences, drawings and letters of family members, notably the memoirs of
Richter’'s mother Anna and his twenty-year-long correspondence with his beloved Aunt Meri. Walter
Moskalew has collaborated with editor and translator Anthony Phillips to produce an indispensable
account of the influences that shaped the artistry and world-view of the phenomenon that was

Sviatoslav Richter.
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Customer Reviews

No Richter enthusiast will want to be without this fascinating book. Anthony Phillips has done a
remarkable job in his editing of what must have been an overwhelming amount of family history.
THE CLASSICAL REVIEWERThis is a handsomely produced book, offering many insights into the
enigmatic character of Sviatoslav Richter. It is studded with interesting photographs, providing a
visual feast. Anthony Phillips has done a sterling job translating this material, and the book reads
well. Richter aficionado(s) (...) will find it a fascinating account from start to finish. MUSIC WEB
INTERNATIONAL No Richter enthusiast will want to be without this fascinating book. Anthony
Phillips has done a remarkable job in his editing of what must have been an overwhelming amount
of family history. THE CLASSICAL REVIEWERThe entire volume is beautifully produced.
GRAMOPHONE (A) carefully preserved grouping of primary sources about the pianist (...) there is
much to recommend this book in terms of his times and environment. It contains a vast number of
excellent photographs, mostly taken over the years by Cousin Walter. Physically, the book is
handsomely produced. CLASSICAL.COM This is a handsomely produced book, offering many
insights into the enigmatic character of Sviatoslav Richter. It is studded with interesting
photographs, providing a visual feast. Anthony Phillips has done a sterling job translating this
material, and the book reads well. Richter aficionado(s) (...) will find it a fascinating account from
start to finish. MUSIC WEB INTERNATIONAL No Richter enthusiast will want to be without this
fascinating book. Anthony Phillips has done a remarkable job in his editing of what must have been
an overwhelming amount of family history. THE CLASSICAL REVIEWERThis amazing book (...) is
not a traditional biography, but a collection of three large independent writings from Richter’s cousin,
mother, and aunt. (...) This is truly an indispensable book for all who want to know more about
Richter, the man and the musician, and how he came to be who he was. AMERICAN RECORD
GUIDE The entire volume is beautifully produced. GRAMOPHONE (A) carefully preserved grouping
of primary sources about the pianist (...) there is much to recommend this book in terms of his times
and environment. It contains a vast number of excellent photographs, mostly taken over the years
by Cousin Walter. Physically, the book is handsomely produced. CLASSICAL.COM This is a
handsomely produced book, offering many insights into the enigmatic character of Sviatoslav
Richter. It is studded with interesting photographs, providing a visual feast. Anthony Phillips has
done a sterling job translating this material, and the book reads well. Richter aficionado(s) (...) will
find it a fascinating account from start to finish. MUSIC WEB INTERNATIONAL No Richter
enthusiast will want to be without this fascinating book. Anthony Phillips has done a remarkable job

in his editing of what must have been an overwhelming amount of family history. THE CLASSICAL



REVIEWER

A beautifully printed and fascinating volume. It evokes the lost eras of a 19th c¢. Ukrainian country
estate and the turbulent world that followed that nevertheless sparked the imagination of the young
pianist. Best read while listening to some the excellently remastered Melodiya recordings of the

master.

Superb. Perhaps the closest we will ever get to understanding Richter’s early life. The summers in
the country, the imagination and creativity in doing skits, writing poetry, drawing everyday
experiences -- | loved it. And apparently this is a particularly Russian (Ukrainian) approach to life.

Surely these experiences were the seeds of his imagination in music-making.

A fascinating book.
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